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From 7 May to 10 October 2021, travel from Train World to Beijing and discover a fabulous 
Belgian adventure in China. 

During your visit, you will experience the little-known yet amazing story of the construction of China’s 
longest railway line, from Peking (Beijing) to Hankow (today Wuhan), connecting the North to the South, 
by Belgians in the early 20th century. 
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 1| Press release

For seven years, tens of thousands of workers 
laboured on this huge undertaking. This 
exploit was achieved by engineers, technicians 
and workmen, and also Western and Chinese 
diplomats and financiers. A young Belgian 
engineer, Jean Jadot, then aged only 37, 
coordinated and implemented this massive 
project. 

Besides this historic adventure, the exhibition 
will also showcase the impressive development 
of China’s present-day high-speed railways.

Original works by four hands 
Original works relating to the construction of 
the Peking-Hankow line and created by artists Li 
Kunwu (China) and François Schuiten (Belgium) 
add a contemporary artistic touch to the 
exhibition. 

Other works by Li Kunwu that draw inspiration 
from the Chinese railways will also be on display.

The Peking-Hankow line represents: 

- 1,214 km of train line;

- 125 stations and 2,420 bridges and engineering 
structures;

- A 3 km long rail bridge over the Yellow River, the 
longest ever built at that time;

- Chinese empress Cixi took the train for the first 
time on this train line.

- Part of the line was destroyed during construction 
work during the Boxer rebellion.

- It took 7 years to built the line, from 1898 to 1905.
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Programme activities

- Digital conferences covering the building of the Peking-Hankow line
- Family activity accessible to all 
- Course for children Dragons and trains
- Themed guided tours given by our experienced guides 

A magnificent event related book: "Peking-Hankow: The Great Odyssey"  

Published by Editions Kana, this work was written by Louis Gillieaux, Jean Jadot, Charles Lagrange, Philip 
Vanhaelemeersch, Michelangelo Van Meerten and Stéphane Disière and illustrated by the masters of 
graphic works, François Schuiten and Li Kunwu. 
This exceptional work retraces in detail this Franco-Belgian railway adventure in China at the dawn of 
the twentieth century.

The story of this adventure by the project's main 
players 
During your visit, the main players in the saga, embodied by 
talking figures, will tell you some fascinating tales. 

Their stories will take you back in time so that you can relive 
this epic moment.

Off to the Middle Kingdom with this exhibition that will take you to new horizons!

6

An exhibition of works by Li Kunwu on the 
Yunnan Railway 
The room Pays de Waes, in the heart of Train World, 
is dedicated to works by Li Kunwu and tells of the 
construction of the Yunnan Railway in the early 20th 
century. 
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Map of the exhibition
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 2| Portrait of the artists François Schuiten and Li Kunwu 

François Schuiten was born on 26 April 1956 in Brussels. 

He published his first story in the Belgian edition of Pilote 
magazine when he was only 16. Then he joined the comic 
workshop of the Institut Saint-Luc in Brussels, led by Claude 
Renard. From 1977, with his brother Luc, he imagined the 
first of the Hollow Grounds books. At the same time, he 
signed up with Aux médianes de Cymbiola et Le Rail, with 
Claude Renard. In 1983, with his childhood friend Benoît 
Peeters, he started on the Obscure Cities, a series that has 
won many awards. In 2002, he received the Grand Prix of 
Angoulême for his entire work. He published his first solo 
album, The Beauty, in 2012. 

Now, François Schuiten does not just draw comics: he is 
also the author of posters, illustrations, serigraphies and 

lithographies. He also designed the Metro stations "Arts-et-Métiers" in Paris and "Porte-de-Hal" in 
Brussels. He also produced the scenography for a number of opera and dance shows as well as taking 
part in the visual design of films, including Taxandria by Raoul Servais and Mr Nobody by Jaco Van 
Dormael.

François Schuiten is also co-founder of the HIP Institute (Heritage, Innovation and Preservation) that 
designed and coordinated the ScanPyramids mission with Cairo University. This multi-disciplinary 
project made it possible to find the largest unknown cavity in the Great Pyramid. It was published in 
November 2017 in the scientific publication Nature. François has, a number of times, travelled with 
scientific teams on the ground in Egypt. This adventure, at the confines of art, science and technology 
fed his inspiration, especially for The Last Pharaoh. 

He has designed a number of pavilions for World Expos, the most important of which, Planet of Visions 
(Hannover, 2000), saw over five million visitors. 

With Benoît Peeters, he produced the scenography for the Autrique House, an Art Nouveau style 
building by Victor Horta. François Schuiten is also the designer of Train World, the Brussels train museum 
that opened its doors in 2015.

About François Schuiten (1956°)



Press kit - From Peking to Hankow : a Belgian adventure in China 9

Painter, illustrator, caricaturist, journalist for some thirty 
years with the Yunnan daily paper (Yunnan Ribao), he is the 
author of some thirty graphic works in the province of his 
birth, Yunnan. Having published some ten documentary 
graphic works in France, Li Kunwu (born in 1955) is an 
extraordinary artist. 

Born, right in the middle of the Mao-era, part of a generation 
unable to get an artistic or academic education, he taught 
himself to draw. He came to drawn work by accident through 
a series of different meetings and was soon recognised in 
France thanks to his A Chinese Life trilogy now studied in 
many French High Schools. 

Translated into some fifteen languages, this impressive 
graphic novel brings us to see contemporary Chinese history 
through the prism of his own story; all in breathtaking 
style carried forth by his exceptional mastery of multiple 
artistic techniques: traditional painting, propaganda and 
newspaper drawings, caricature, clear lines, ink, ink wash, 
aquarelle, etc.

Since 2015, in partnership with Est-Ouest 371, Li Kunwu has developed large, even very large size new 
forms of artistic expressions that relate less to comics and more to contemporary art. 

His drawings have been the subject of numerous exhibitions: at the Cernuschi Museum (Paris, 2015), the 
Toulouse-Lautrec Museum (Albi, 2017), in Shanghai with the Michelin Corporate Foundation (2016) or 
the Vuitton Collection (2018); at the Gorsline museum (Burgundy, 2016), at FRAC Auvergne in Clermont-
Ferrand (2018) or in La Rochelle (2020). 

About Li Kunwu  (1955°)

"The men"
80 X 80 cm, Chinese ink, 2017 

© Li Kunwu_Est-Ouest 371

Est-Ouest 371
Est-Ouest 371 was founded in 2015 by Geneviève Clastres and Philippe Pataud Célérier. The organization 
represents and exhibits the drawn works (excluding comics) of Li Kunwu in France and Europe. 
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 3| Book: "Peking-Hankow: The Great Odyssey"
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Editions Kana and Train World have prepared this exceptional book, with unpublished archival 
documents and stunning illustrations.

AUTHORS

Louis Gillieaux a rail history researcher, Jean Jadot an engineer and the grandson and namesake of Jean 
Jadot who oversaw the construction of the line, Charles Lagrange a researcher specialising in Chinese 
history, Philip Vanhaelemeersch director of the Confucius Institute in Bruges, Michelangelo Van Meerten 
an economist and historian and Stéphane Disière a specialist in railway history. 

ILLUSTRATORS

François Schuiten and Li Kunwu

PRACTICAL INFO 

Publisher: Uitgeverij KANA

Release date : Now available in our museum shop, online fanshop and in the bookstore.

Format : 23,5 x 31 cm - 272 pages

Price : € 34,90

ISBN : 9782505111443

This work invites you to discover a fascinating and 
exceptional adventure: titanic works, technical feats, 
historic moments… enter into the history of one of 
the largest public works projects of the early twentieth 
century! 

To enrich this captivating story of a contemporary artistic 
vision, two masters of the ninth art - François Schuiten 
and Li Kunwu - have produced joint works in connection 
with the construction of the Peking-Hankow line. Both 
artists, one from the East, the other from the West, have 
often depicted the railway world of China and Europe. 
They have joined their talented forces for the first time 
on the pages of this book, to revive the fascinating lost 
world of the pioneering railway-builders of China.
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 4| Programme activities
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4.1. Digital conferences covering the building of the Peking-Hankow line

Train WorldThis year and in 2022, Train World will be organising readings both during and after the 
exhibition on the exciting story of the construction of the Peking to Hankow railway line. The speakers 
are all specialists in railway history or the history of China and will tell us more about the various aspects 
of this Sino-Belgian undertaking.

As long as the current health measures remain in force, the lectures will be given online.

◆ A railway to spearhead Belgian activity in China at the end of the 19th century.  

22 May 2021, at 11:00 in French and at 13:30 in Dutch
Speakers : Michelangelo Van Meerten (NL) en Charles Lagrange 
(FR) 
The first reading will be given by economist end historian 
Michelangelo Van Meerten. He will be sketching the history of 
the irruption of Europe into a weakened China at the beginning 
of the 19th century and recounting the huge efforts made by 
Belgium during the negotiations concerning the construction of 
the line between Peking and Hankow.

◆ One project Peking - Hankow. One man: Jean Jadot

5 June 2021, at 11:00 in French and at 13:30 in Dutch
Speakers : Philip Vanhaelemeersch (NL) en Louis Gilliaux (FR)
During this second lecture, we immerse ourselves in the life of the remarkable 
Belgian who is the key person of this exhibition: Jean Jadot. In 1898, he agreed 
to manage the building of the railway line between Peking and Hankow. Philip 
Vanhaelemeersch, Director of the Confucius Institute in Bruges, gives us further 
comment about the personal, family and professional life of this outstanding 
engineer, and also highlights the other services he rendered the Belgian state.

◆ Peking to Hankow in 1913, Beijing to Wuhan in 2019

25 September 2021, at 11:00 in French and 13:30 in Dutch
Speaker: Philip Vanhaelemeersch
A 1913 travel guide describes what a traveller might see 
from the train on a railway journey from Peking to Hankow. 
Philip Vanhaelemeersch, Director of the Confucius Institute 
in Bruges, made the same trip in 2019. He compares both 
trips, with many fascinating historical and contemporary 
illustrations.

Jean Jadot
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PRACTICAL INFORMATION

When
Saturday 22 May 2021 at 11:00 (FR) and 13:30 (NL)
Zaterdag 05 June 2021 at 11:00 (FR) and 13:30 (NL)
Zaterdag 25 September at 11:00 (NL) and 13:30 (FR)
2 more dates to be determined for 2022

Price
The digital lectures are free.

Information
Phone: +32 (0)2 224 75 88 
E-mail: info@trainworld.be

Booking
Via our website www.trainworld.be

In 2022

◆ Economist and historian Michelangelo Van Meerten tells 
us all about the development of the railway industry in the 
19th century, especially in Europe. The talk focuses more 
particularly on the worldwide export of the Belgian and 
French railway industries to China. 
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The subject-matter of this exhibition is so rich that two more lectures are planned for 2022, after the 
exhibition has ended. Although the specific dates have not yet been set, we already know the subject-
matter: 

◆ Until the 1950s, the Chinese railways made a slow start. The 
contrast with their phenomenal growth since the 2000s is all 
the more remarkable. Louis Gillieaux, a researcher specialised 
in the history of the railways to the present day, tells us how 
they evolved into China’s spectacular current high-speed 
network. His presentation of the New Silk Road project 
supplies us with a snapshot of the new railway connections 
between China and Europe.
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PRACTICAL INFO

For whom

Activity for families, accessible to all
Activity available in EN, FR, NL, and DE.

When

Every day from 07.05.2021 to 10.10.2021 except on Mondays and during summer vacation 
(01.07 - 31-08).

Price

Free of charge on purchase of an admission ticket to the museum.

Information and booking
Phone: +32 (0)2 224 75 88 
E-mail: reservations@trainworld.be

Train World is once again offering a family activity The yellow railway as part of its new temporary 
exhibition From Peking to Hankow: a Belgian adventure in China. As usual, this year Train World is once 
again offering a family activity The Yellow Railway Line as part of the new temporary exhibition. The title 
refers to The Yellow River that flows through China.  We collaborated again with Amadeo Kollectif, an art 
education organization based in Schaerbeek. 
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4.2. Family activity

This time it's Jean, a retired Belgian engineer, who welcomes the families. 

During their visit, families will encounter five fun game towers in different places 
in the museum which learn children and families more about the fascinating story 
of the railway line Peking-Hankow and Train World.

At the towers they can do puzzles, quizzes, watch short animations, invent an 
alien machine and much more. 

After having completed the 
missions at the five towers, 
a fun craft activity awaits the 
children. They can make their homemade drawings 
come to life with a handmade Zoetrope! 

Due to the current sanitary situation, the craft 
assignment is not organized in Train World itself. At 
the end of the visit, families receive a bag with the 
necessary materials to do the craft assignment at 
home. 

The towers are for everyone, from the youngest 
children to adults.

Archive Jean jadot
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4.3.  Course for kids "Dragons and trains"
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On the occasion of the exhibition From Peking to Hankow: 
a Belgian Adventure in China, Train World will be offering a 
five-day art course during which children will experience 
the world of  Chinese art.

The starting-point of the course is the meeting of Belgian 
and Chinese culture. The course itself combines music, 
theatre, drawing, clay modelling and other fun activities. 

The main characters are dragons, Chinese scholars, 
paddy (rice) fields and the building of a railway. How 
does the story go? That’s for the children to decide!

PRACTICAL INFO

For whom

Children from 8 to 12 years old
Only in Dutch and French

When

From 12.07.2021 to 13.07.2021
From 09:30 till 17:00 (opvang mogelijk van 8u30 tot 9u30 en van 17u tot 18u)

Price

- € 130 for the first child

- € 110 from the second child onwards (from the same family)

Information and booking
Phone: +32 (0)2 224 75 88 
E-mail: reservations@trainworld.be
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PRACTICAL INFO

Duration of the visit

2 hours

Price

€110 (transport and entrance tickets not included)

Payment

At the cash desk, during the visit, preferably by card (Bancontact/Maestro/Visa/Mastercard)

Maximum numbers of visitors

Maximum of 20 people per guide

Cancellation

The guided tour can be cancelled without charge up to 7 calendar days before the scheduled date (only 
in writing). 

Information and booking

At least 3 weeks in advance. 
Phone: +32 (0)2 224 75 88 
E-mail: reservaties@trainworld.be

4.4.  Themed guided tours 

In view of the current sanitary regulations, group visits are no longer taking place at the moment. As 
soon as they are authorised, our professional guides will be offering customised themed tours on the 
subject of Chinese railways. At Train World, you can hear hundreds of stories about the construction of 
the Peking-Hankow railway!
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Train World is the museum of the SNCB, the Société Nationale des Chemins de fer Belges 
(Belgian National Railway Company). The decision to build this museum dedicated to the train 
was made in 2008. Work started in 2012 and Train World opened its doors on 25 September 2015.

Showcasing the railways of yesterday, today and tomorrow.

In this historic building, Train World displays not only the most valuable engines and coaches of Bel-
gium’s railway heritage, but also a large number of railway artefacts, unique archive documents, photo-
graphs and films, all spectacularly installed by the famous artist François Schuiten in collaboration with 
ExpoDuo and SNCB's Historical Heritage department.

Since its opening in September 2015, the SNCB museum has enabled over 760,000 visitors to relive 
the history of the railway in Belgium with its combination of spectacular items from its collections and 
outstanding interactive setting. 

Today, Train World holds fifth place in the list of Brussels attractions most highly recommended by Tr-
ipAdvisor and holds third place out of the 123 Brussels museums recommended by the same site. For 
several years, Train World has also received the Certificate of Excellence and the Traveller's Choice Award 
from Trip Advisor. Train World also receives very positive ratings on the following reference sites:  5/5 
on Facebook, 4.6/5 on Google and 4.5/5 on Trip Advisor. In addition, for the fifth consecutive year, Train 
World has earned a 3-star rating in the renowned Michelin Green Guide. This maximum score means 
we're defenitely "worth the trip". 

During the corona crisis, Train World continued to maintain its collections and continued working on 
new projects. The museum also took a whole series of precautionary measures to receive its visitors in 
the best conditions (daily thorough cleaning of the entire museum, bookings via different time slots, 
one-way route with markings on the ground, disinfectant gel along the entire route, audio guide on 
smartphone via the  free Train World app etc).

Thanks to these strict measures, Train World received the Brussels Health Safety Label. A great reward for 
the Train World team, who have made it a leading museum in Brussels and internationally, regardless 
the circumstances.  

Train World is an absolute must for young and old!

www.trainworld.be 
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 5| Train World
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 6| Our partners and sponsors
This exhibition has been produced  thanks to the support of our partners and sponsors, to whom we 
would like to express our heartfelt thanks.

A multidisciplinary firm of architects, AREP was founded in 1997. As a subsidiary 
of SNCF Gares & Connexions, their task is to design sustainable, low-carbon 
solutions for all regions and all mobility types. The firm is involved and innovates 

in all areas that are essential to the regeneration of architecture and spaces; from architectural design, 
town planning and landscaping to engineering, in the form of design, programming advice and project 
management. 

The CEO of AREP, Raphaël Ménard, is in charge of the ecological transition. Since 2018, AREP has been 
designing practical solutions to the huge challenges posed by environmental emergencies using the 
EMC2B model (Energy, Materials, Climate, Carbon, Biodiversity). AREP employs nearly 1,000 staff from 
30 different countries in France and overseas, and its turnover makes it one of France’s top architectural 
firms.

In 2017, the John Cockerill Group set up the John Cockerill Foundation (a private 
foundation under Belgian law) to showcase the achievements of John Cockerill, 
of whom the Group is one of the latest heirs, and the only one to still bear his 

name.
What is the Foundation’s purpose? The Foundation structures the sponsoring policy of the John 
Cockerill Group both in Belgium and overseas. It reflects the company's values: respect for its history 
and acknowledgement of its activities, as well as its global strategy, territories, products, services and 
markets. 
In setting up the Foundation, the Group wished to perpetuate the material and immaterial legacy of its 
founder John Cockerill, and also to develop and make it known to the public. 
Each day, the Foundation coordinates and supports all activities that pay tribute to our heritage (material, 
immaterial, values, remembrance, etc.), but also supports cultural, social and humanitarian activities 
as well as activities involving our industrial heritage. This is achieved by developing financial or other 
partnerships, or by supplying skills or services.

The Confucius Institute is the institute of Chinese culture and language at 
the University of West Flanders (HOWEST). The Institute was founded under 
a cooperation agreement with a Chinese partner university, Zhejiang 
Gongshang University, that supplies language teachers. 

Since 2014, the Confucius Institute has had its own office in a 19th-century building in the 
historic centre of Bruges.  Its main purpose is the promotion of the Chinese language, language teaching 
for students and the organisation of the official Chinese language examinations (HSK) in Belgium and 
neighbouring countries. 
In the future, the Institute plans to develop its activities as a source of experience and knowledge in 
the area of traditional Chinese handwriting and calligraphy.  On occasion, it also supplies its in-house 
expertise to museums, institutions and cultural organisations on the subject of the history of cultural 
exchanges between Belgium and China.
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 7| Practical information

18

TRAIN WORLD
Prinses Elisabethplein 5
B-1030 Schaarbeek 

OPENING HOURS TRAIN WORLD AND SHOP

10 am -5 pm (last entry at 3.30 pm).
Closed Mondays, 25 December and 1 January

FANSHOP 
Train World launched a brand new online fan shop in April 2021. There is something for everyone, from 
the curious visitor to the train enthusiast. We thus offer everyone the opportunity to spoil themselves or 
please a loved one with nice items from our Train World universe or with articles about our temporary 
exhibitions. Onze fanshop

INFO
E-mail: info@trainworld.be 

Phone: +32 (0)2 224 74 37

Web: www.trainworld.be

ACCESSIBILITY

Train World is completely accessible to people with reduced mobility.

TRANSPORT
- Train: Schaarbeek station
- Tram: 7 and 92
- Bus: 56, 58, 59 and 69
- Villo: 160 
- Car park: B-Parking of Schaarbeek station

PRICES
- Children under 6: free
- Children (6 - 12): € 9
- Young persons (13 - 17): € 11
- Adults (18 - 66): € 14
- Seniors (+ 65):  € 11
- Family ticket: € 40
- Audioguide: € 2
- Train World application: free (Android & iOS)

SAFETY LABEL 

Since 17 August 2020, Train World has been awarded the "Brussels Health Safety 
Label". This means that we adhere to the strict safety rules of the label's protocol, and 
as a result, we promise you a safe visit.
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 8| Visuals for the press
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All visuals and photos are available via  this link:

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1On5riqmQ3IDLzoJUK1r0eCMpBamS14fy?usp=sharing


